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Glory to Jesus Christ!– Dicsőség Jézus Krisztusnak! Слава Ісусу Христу! 

WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY 
Whether you're searching for a new church home or just visiting, we're glad 
you're with us today. If you are looking for God, have a prayer request, looking 
for more information about the Eastern Catholic Church, would like to join our 
parish, or would like to speak with Fr. Marton he will be happy to talk to you. 
Please join us for our potluck Agape in the Parish Hall following the Divine 

Liturgy. We want to get to know you! God bless you! 

Fifth Sunday After Pentecost (Tone 4) 
The propers (required changeable parts) of the liturgy for Tone 4 are on Pages 141 -142 of the 
teal pew book. 
Note:  Per the approved TYPICON, a prescribed Marian Kontakion can be added, called a 
Theotokion, as an additional prayer to the Mother of God. Each tone has an approved 
Theotokion. Tradition at Sacred Heart and other parishes is to add the Theotokion when the 
content of the propers is not complex, such as during many Sundays after Pentecost. Thus for 
today, we will sing: 
Troparion of Resurrection, Tone 4 (Top of Page 141); Glory....(only):  Tone 4 (Near Top of 
Page 142), or follow cantor;   Kontakion of the Resurrection, Tone 4 (Bottom of Page 
141);  Now and Ever..., Tone 4 (Near top of Page 142), or follow cantor; Kontakion of Nativity 
of Theotokos, Tone 4 (Bottom of Page 243) as a Theotokion; Prokeimenon, Tone 4, for 
Resurrection: Middle of Page 142; Alleluia, Tone 4, for Resurrection:  Near Bottom of Page 
142; Communion	Hymn	-	For	Sunday	(Psalm	148:1):	Page	78. 

registration discounts. There are also volunteer and chaperone opportunities for parents and 
others that want to help. For more information, including registration details, please check 
out the Eparchial website: parma.org/byzan&ne-youth-rally. 

July 19, 2026, Blessing of Vehicles – Feast of Prophet Elijah 
In connection with the Feast of the Holy Prophet Elijah, we will offer a Blessing of 

Vehicles following the Divine Liturgy on Saturday, July 19. All parishioners are invited to 
bring their cars, motorcycles, and other vehicles to be blessed as we ask for God’s protection 
and safe travels throughout the year. This beautiful tradition reminds us to place all our 
journeys under God’s care and guidance. We look forward to seeing you and your vehicles 
after the Liturgy! 

August 6, 2026, Bible Day for Children in Sacred Heart– Feast of the Transfiguration 
of Our Lord 

On August 6, the Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord, we would like to invite 
all children to a special one-day Bible Day at our parish. 
The program will take place from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM and will include faith-filled 
activities, learning, and fellowship centered on the beauty of Holy Scripture and the 
meaning of the Transfiguration. We will conclude the Bible Day with the Divine 
Liturgy and a shared dinner for all participants and families. More details will be 
shared soon. We warmly invite all children to join us for this joyful and spiritual day 
together! 

August 15-16, 2026, Annual Eparchial Pilgrimage 2026 – Shrine of Mariapoch 

“Theotokos: Our Advocate for Peace” 
Saturday, August 15, 2026 
12:00 PM – Opening/Water blessing – Main Chapel 
2:00 PM – Moleben to Theotokos – Main Chapel 
4:00 PM - Vespers – Main Chapel 
5:00 PM – Cafe opens for dinner 
7:00 PM – Akathist to the Theotokos – Main Chapel 
8:30 PM – Campfire and fireside chat, Bishop Robert 
10:00 PM – Compline / Informal campfire, social 
Sunday, August 16, 2026 
9:00 AM – Matins – Main Chapel 
11:00 AM – Teen activity – Calvary Chapel 
12 Noon – Sixth Hour / Cafe opens for Lunch 
1:30 PM – Children Activity – Tent area by cafe 
1:30 PM – Guest Speaker Talk, Nicholas Boros, History of Mariapoch – Main Chapel 
2:30 PM – Clergy/Servers - Liturgy Preparation, Before Icon Screen 
3:00 PM – Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, Bishop Robert Pipta, Main Celebrant and Homilist 
5:00 PM – Cafe opens for dinner 
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Men's Group will meet on Monday, June 29, at 7:15 PM. All men of the parish are warmly 
invited to join us for an evening of prayer, faith-sharing, and Christian fellowship. 

 

Voices of Faith at St. Stephen Byzantine Catholic Church 

We are pleased to introduce "Voices of Faith at St. Stephen Byzantine Catholic 
Church," a special interview series featuring members of our parish family sharing their 
personal journeys of faith, their love for the Byzantine Catholic tradition, and what our 
parish means to them. Beginning this week, one new interview will be released every 
Friday. All four videos will be available on our YouTube channel, parish website, 
and Facebook page. We invite everyone to watch, share, and be inspired by these 
beautiful testimonies of faith. We extend our sincere gratitude to everyone who made 
this project possible. A special thank you to Marshall Levijoki, who served as the 
interviewer, and to Miguel Zuniga of 20/20 Media, whose outstanding work as 
cameraman and editor brought these stories to life. We also gratefully 
acknowledge Louise and [Your Name], who served as the producers of this project. 
Most especially, we thank our parishioners who generously shared their stories. Your 
witness reminds us that faith grows stronger when it is lived and shared with others. 
May these interviews encourage and inspire all who watch them, strengthening our 
parish family and helping others discover the beauty of our Byzantine Catholic faith. 

🥞 Pancake Breakfast in St. Stephen 

Join us for a delicious Pancake Breakfast after the Divine Liturgy on the first 
Sunday of every month at St. Stephen Byzantine Catholic Church. 
Enjoy great food, warm fellowship, and the opportunity to spend time with our parish 
family. Everyone is welcome—bring your family and invite your friends! The first 
pancake breakfast will be 2 of August! 
 

Save the Date 
July 9-12, 2026, Byzantine Youth Rally will take place at John Carroll 
University in Cleveland, OH: 

The Byzantine Youth Rally provides Eastern Catholic faith formation and fraternity for 
all teens (ages 13-18) growing up in the Byzantine Catholic tradition. This is an opportunity 
to make new friends, form lasting relationships, pray, grow spiritually, listen to inspiring 
talks from our Byzantine Catholic leaders, support one another in the Faith, and just have 
fun! The cost to attend the rally is $380/person, although there are sibling and early bird 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 
Rom 10,1-10., Mt 8,28-9,3 

 
“And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two 
possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that 
way. And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art 
thou come hither to torment us before the time?  And there was a good way off from them an herd of 
many swine feeding. So the devils besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into 
the herd of swine. And he said unto them, Go. And when they were come out, they went into the herd 
of swine: and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished 
in the waters. And they that kept them fled, and went their ways into the city, and told every thing, 
and what was befallen to the possessed of the devils. And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: 
and when they saw him, they besought him that he would depart out of their coasts. And he entered 
into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city. And, behold, they brought to him a man sick 
of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good 
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man 
blasphemeth.” 

Gospel Reflection 
Today's Gospel reveals two extraordinary miracles that point to one profound truth: Jesus has 

authority over both evil and sin. As Jesus arrives in the country of the Gergesenes, He encounters 
two men whose lives have been devastated by demonic possession. They are isolated, violent, and 
living among the tombs—a striking image of humanity trapped by the power of evil. Yet the demons 
immediately recognize who Jesus is: "Son of God." They know that His authority is absolute. With a 
single command—"Go!"—their power is broken. No struggle, no lengthy confrontation; the authority 
of Christ alone is enough. What follows, however, is surprising. Instead of rejoicing over the healing 
of these men, the townspeople ask Jesus to leave. They seem more concerned about the loss of their 
herd of swine than about the restoration of two human lives. Their reaction challenges us to ask 
ourselves: What am I unwilling to surrender if Christ enters my life? Sometimes we become so 
attached to our comfort, possessions, or routines that we resist the transforming presence of God. 
The Gospel then shifts to another miracle. A paralytic is brought before Jesus, and before healing his 
body, Jesus heals something even deeper: "Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven." Christ reveals 
that our greatest need is reconciliation with God. Physical healing is a blessing, but forgiveness restores 
us to the life for which we were created. The scribes silently accuse Jesus of blasphemy because they 
know that only God can forgive sins. Matthew is leading us to recognize what even the demons had 
already confessed: Jesus is truly the Son of God. These two stories belong together. Christ frees us from 
the forces that enslave us externally and from the sin that wounds us internally. He restores both body 
and soul. The only question is whether we will welcome Him or, like the people of the Gergesenes, ask 
Him to leave because His presence demands change. Today Christ stands before each of us with the 
same authority and the same mercy. No darkness is too great for Him to overcome, and no sin is beyond 
His forgiveness. If we approach Him with faith, He speaks to us the same words He spoke to the 
paralytic: "Take heart." His grace is always greater than our weakness. Amen 



Schedule of Services 
 June 29-July 5, 2026 

Monday, June 29., 6th Week after Pentecost, Peter and Paul Prime Apostles, 2Cor 11,21-12,9, 

Mt16,13-19 

6:00pm Divine Liturgy for the feast Peter and Paul Prime Apostles in Sacred Heart 

7:15pm Semper Idem Men's Group in Sacred Heart 

 Wednesday, July 1., Cosmas and Damian Unmercenaries, 1Cor 2,9-3,8., Mt13,31-36 

1:00pm-4:00pm Silent Prayer & Visit the Shrine in Sacred Heart 

Saturday, July 4., Independence Day, Andrew of Jerusalem Archbishop, Rom 9,1-5., 

Mt9.18-26  

10:00am Divine Liturgy for Independence Day in Sacred Heart 
11:00am-12:00pm Silent Prayer & Visit the Shrine in Sacred Heart 
4:00pm Moleben for Independence Day  
 

6th Sunday after Pentecost, Athanasius of Mount Athos, Rom 12,6-14, Mt 9,1-8. Tone 5 

8:45am 3rd Hour in St. Stephen 
9:00am Divine Liturgy for Sunday  
11:30am Divine Liturgy & Agape in the Hall in Sacred Heart 
 

Request a Divine Liturgy for Your Intentions 
Divine Liturgy is the Church’s most sacred prayer offered for the faithful. 

You may request a Liturgy for: The living (for health, thanksgiving, or guidance), the 
sick., the departed. Please feel free to contact Fr. Marton if you would like a Liturgy 
offered for a special intention. “Pray for one another, that you may be healed.” (James 5,16) 
 

Pray for Peace and Our Church’s Future 
Dear Brothers and Sisters! Let us join in prayer for peace in the world, especially for 
countries affected by war, that peace may come swiftly. We also ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide our Church and parish in the days ahead, strengthening our faith and unity.  
 

 

 
Please remember in your prayers: 

"Prayer is the gentle embrace of those who suffer, even from afar." (Pope Francis) 
Please remember the following members of our parish in your prayers:  

Living and Sick: Chris Lauffer, Dan Lauffer, Donald and Theresa Butellai, Deacon 
Laurence Hendricks, Abigel Egressy, Nancy Patterson, Paul and Betty Baise, Luella, 
Nella, James Wilkins, Betty, Julia, Marielies, George, Sugars, Richard and Elaine 
Baranko, Guillermo, Christine, Rosario, Nicodemus, Mary Alice, Virginia Thome 
Weber, Debra Grega, John Michalski, Sarah Maron, Tim Nausiedas. 
Deceased + Paul Sugars +Helen Moehler, +Edith Santo + David Hindenburg 

Please pray also for all our benefactors, friends, neighbors and anyone we may have 
forgotten.  Pray for: 

⁃ Monastic, diaconal & priestly vocations for the Byzantine Catholic Church in 
the USA and throughout the world; St. Sabbas Monastery 

The restoration of families, renewal of monastic, religious life & priesthood, and the 
conversion of Russia; peace in Ukraine; people of the United States, and whole world.  
Please let Fr. Marton know if you would like to add new names to the prayer list and 
notify him about any sick and/or hospitalized parishioners and family members. 

 
Thank You for Making Our Garage Sale a Success in Sacred Heart 

 
Our heartfelt thanks go to everyone who helped make our Parish Garage Sale such a 

wonderful success! We collected $1,527. We are deeply grateful to all who donated items, 
volunteered their time, organized and priced merchandise, set up and cleaned up, welcomed 
shoppers, worked throughout the sale, prepared refreshments, and supported this event in 
countless ways. Your generosity, hard work, and joyful spirit made this fundraiser possible. A 
special thank you to those who spent many hours behind the scenes before, during, and after the 
sale. Your dedication and willingness to serve are a true blessing to our parish family. May God 
richly bless each of you for your kindness, generosity, and commitment to our parish community. 
Together, we continue to build a vibrant and welcoming church through our shared gifts and 
service.  
"Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering 
God's grace in its various forms." (1 Peter 4:10) 
 

Semper Idem Men's Group 
Semper Idem Men's Group meets regularly to grow in faith, strengthen Christian 

brotherhood, and encourage one another in living as disciples of Christ. All men of the parish are 
warmly invited to join us as we pray, learn, and build lasting friendships together. Semper Idem 



 
 

 

PASTORAL MINISTRY AND SACRAMENTS: 
SACRAMENT of CONFESSIONS: on Weekdays, Sundays and Feast Days: 30 min. before 
Divine Liturgy and other days, by appointment 
HOLY COMNIUNION; for the sick, by appointment, anytime. 
BAPTISMS - by appointment. 
MARRIAGES - by appointment, at least 6 months in advance. 
FUNERALS - by appointment. 
ANOINTING of the sick, hospital visits - by appointment, anytime. 

ATTENDANCE in St. Stephen 
Attendance at Divine Liturgy on June 21st was 50 in St. Stephen 

Attendance at Divine Liturgy on June 21st was 53 in St. Sacred Heart 
Devote yourselves “to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 

the prayers” (Acts 2:42). 

COLLECTION 
Weekly Donation was $  1,890.38 in St. Stephen 
Weekly Donation was $ 2,108 in Sacred Heart 

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


