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Matins Propers for February 2nd 
🕀🕀 THE MEETING OF OUR LORD, GOD, AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST WITH SIMEON 
AND ANNA, celebrated forty days after the Birth of the Savior on Dec. 25. Coming to his 
believing and exultant people, as “a light to enlighten the nations and the glory of his 
people Israel.” St. Sophronius of Jerusalem wrote about this feast: “Let us all hasten to 
meet (encounter) Christ. Everyone should be eager to join the procession and to carry a 
light. Our lighted candles are a sign of the divine splendor of the One who comes to expel 
the dark shadows of evil and to make the whole universe radiant with the brilliance of his 
eternal Light.” 

Hexapsalmos 
The reader chants only Psalm 37 on page 2 followed by “Glory…” on page 6. 

Matins continues with the Litany of Peace on page 7. 

The Lord is God (page 9)                                     Tone 1 

 

Troparia (page 9) 
Troparion of the Meeting – Tone 1 
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The repetitions of this troparion are omitted. 

Kathismata (page 11) 
People:  Lord, have mercy (three times) 
  Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

Reader:  Now and ever and forever. Amen. 

Psalms selected for the feast are read in place of the first Psalter reading: 

Psalm 97 
Sing a new song to the Lord, for the Lord has worked wonders.  His right and hand his 
holy arm have brought salvation. The Lord has made know his salvation; has shown his 
justice to the nations. He has remembered his truth and love for the house of Israel. All 
the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Shout to the Lord, all the earth, 
ring out your joy. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp with the sound of music. With 
trumpets and the sound of the horn acclaim the King, the Lord. Let the sea and all within 
it, thunder; the world, and all its peoples. Let the rivers clap their hands and the hills ring 
out their joy at the presence of the Lord: for he comes, he comes to rule the earth. He will 
rule the world with justice and the peoples with fairness. 

Psalm 99 
Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness. Come before him, 
singing for joy. Know that he, the Lord, is God. He made us, we belong to him, we are his 
people, the sheep of his flock. Go within his gates, giving thanks. Enter his courts with 
songs of praise. Give thanks to him and bless his name. Indeed, how good is the Lord, 
eternal his merciful love. He is faithful from age to age. 

Psalm 148 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise him in the highest. Praise him, all his angels, 
praise him, all his hosts. Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, shining stars. Praise him, 
highest heavens and the waters above the heavens. Let them praise the name of the Lord. 
He spoke and they were made; he commanded, and they were created. He fixed them 
forever, gave a law which shall not pass away. Praise the Lord from the earth, sea 
creatures and all oceans, fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy winds that obey his word; 
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all mountains and hills, all fruit trees and cedars, beasts, wild and tame, reptiles and birds 
on the wing; all earth's kings and peoples, earth's princes and rulers, young men and 
maidens, the old men together with children. Let them praise the name of the Lord for he 
alone is exalted. The splendor of his name reaches beyond heaven and earth. He exalts the 
strength of his people. He is the praise of all his saints, of the sons of Israel, of the people 
to whom he comes close.  

Reader:  Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

People:  Now and ever and forever. Amen. 
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Glory to you, O God! (three times) 

Matins continues with the small litany on page 11. 

Sessional Hymns (page 12) 

 

 

The repetition of this Sessional Hymn, the other Kathismata & the 2nd Sessional Hymn are omitted.  
Matins continues with Polyeleos on page 13 followed by the Festal Exaltation. 
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Festal Exaltation (page 15) 

 
Matins continues with the Small Litany on page 22. 

Sessional Hymn (page 22) 
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The repetition of the Third Sessional Hymn is omitted.  

If it is a Sunday, the Hypakoe from the Octoechoes is omitted.  
Matins continues with the Festal Gradual Hymn (Stepenna) in Tone 4. 

Stepenna (page xx) 
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Matins continues with the Prokeimenon (“Let us be attentive…”) on page 23. 

Prokeimenon (page 23) 

 
Deacon: My heart overflows with noble words.  
   To the King I must speak the song I have made.  

All repeat the Prokeimenon. 
Matins then continues with the Preparation for the Gospel (“Let us pray…”) on page 23. 

Let everything that lives… (page 23) 
in the same tone as the Prokeimenon (Tone 4): 

 
The Preparation for the Gospel continues with “That we may be deemed…” on page 24. 

The Gospel is read (Luke 2: 25-32).  

Unless it is Sunday, the Hymn of the Resurrection on page 25 is not sung.  

Matins then continues with Psalm 50 on page 27,  
followed by the stichera of the feast. 
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Stichera at Psalm 50 (page 28) 
Cantor (Tone 6): 

 

 

Cantor (Tone 6): 

 

Repeat “Through the prayers of the Theotokos…” 
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Matins continues with the prayer “Save your people…” on page 32. 

The Canon (page 34) 
The faithful come forward to venerate the Gospel Book on the tetrapod and receive the 
anointing. The priest (taking the hand cross) & the deacon (taking the blessed oil) go to the 
tetrapod, where priest anoints all those who come forward. 
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Matins continues with the Small Litany on page 34. 

Sessional Hymn (page 35)                                   Tone 4 
Of old, on Mount Sinai, Moses beheld the back-parts of God, and in the midst of 
the darkness and whirlwind he was counted worthy to hear the still small voice of 
God; and now Simeon has received in his arms God who has become immutably 
incarnate for our sake. And he hastened to leave things here below for life 
everlasting; therefore, he cried out: "Now you may dismiss your servant, O Lord!"  

The repetition of this Sessional Hymn and Odes 4-6 are omitted.  
Matins continues with the Kontakion & Ikos of the Saint.  

Kontakion & Ikos (page 36)                                Tone 1 
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Ikos: Let us run to meet the Theotokos, desiring to behold her Son whom she 
offered to Simeon. The angelic hosts were filled with awe as they beheld him from 
their dwelling place and said: Now we see amazing and extraordinary wonders 
beyond comprehension and expression. The One who created Adam is carried as 
a babe. The One who cannot be contained is held in the arms of the Elder. The One 
who is infinite in the bosom of the Father voluntarily takes on flesh in a finite 
manner, 
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Ode 8 is omitted, and Matins continues with “Let us greatly extol…” on page 36. 
Unless it is Sunday, the Canticle of the Theotokos is not sung and 

the Canon continues with Ode 9. 
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“It is truly proper…” is not sung & Matins continues with the Small Litany on page 39. 

Holy is the Lord our God (page 40) 
If it is Sunday, “Holy is the Lord our God…” is sung in the Tone of the Week. 

Hymn of Light (page 40) 
Inspired by the Spirit, the Elder Simeon came to the Temple. He received in his 
arms the Master of the Law and cried out: O Lord, release your servant from the 
bonds of the flesh according to your word, in peace; because my eyes have seen 
your revelation, who is a light to the Gentiles and the salvation of Israel. 

The repetitions of the Hymn of Light are omitted & Matins continues with the Psalms of Praise. 
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Psalms of Praise (page xx)                             Tone 5 

 
The Psalms of Praise continue with “Praise him, sun and moon…” on page 41. 

Stichera (page 43) 
Cantor (Tone 4): 
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The repetition of this sticheron is omitted. 

Cantor (Tone 4):   
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The repetition of this sticheron and the third sticheron are omitted. 

Unless it is Sunday, continue with “Glory…now and ever…”: 
Cantor (Tone 6): 

 

 If it is Sunday, continue with “Glory…”: 
Cantor (Tone 6): 
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If it is Sunday, continue with “Now and ever…”  

and the Theotokion (“You are truly most blessed…”) on page 44.  

Matins then continues with the Great Doxology (“Glory to you…”) on page 45.  

Troparion (page 48) 

Troparion of the Meeting – Tone 1 

 

On Sundays, the indicated Troparion is sung (page 48 or 49).  

Matins then continues with the Litany of Supplication on page 52. 


