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Matins Propers 
Christmas on a Sunday Morning 
The Nativity of our Lord, God, & Savior Jesus Christ 

Hexapsalmos 
The reader chants only Psalm 3 on page 2 followed by “Glory… on page 6.  
 

Matins then continues with the Litany of Peace on page 7.  

The Lord is God (page 9)                                    Tone 4 

 
Troparia (page 9) 

Troparion of Christmas – Tone 4 

 
The troparion is repeated. 
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Cantor (Tone 4): 

 
The troparion is repeated a third time: 

Troparion of Christmas – Tone 4 

  
 

Matins continues with the Kathismata (p. 11). 
 

Kathismata (page 11) 

People:  Lord, have mercy (three times) 
  Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

Reader:  Now and ever and forever. Amen. 
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Psalms selected for Christmas:              Psalm 135 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his love endures forever. 

O give thanks to the God of gods, for his love endures forever. 
O give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his love endures forever; 

who alone has wrought marvelous works, for his love endures forever;  
whose wisdom it was that made the skies, for his love endures forever;  

who fixed the earth firmly on the seas, for his love endures forever.  
It was he who made the great lights, for his love endures forever;  

the sun to rule in the day, for his love endures forever;  
the moon and the stars in the night, for his love endures forever.  

The first-born of the Egyptians he smote, for his love endures forever.  
He brought Israel out from the midst, for his love endures forever;  

arm outstretched, with power in his hand, for his love endures forever.  
He divided the Red Sea in two, for his love endures forever;  

he made Israel pass through the midst, for his love endures forever;  
he flung Pharaoh and his force in the sea, for his love endures forever.  

Through the desert his people he led, for his love endures forever.  
Nations in their greatness he struck, for his love endures forever.  

Kings in their splendor he slew, for his love endures forever.  
Sihon, king of the Amorites, for his love endures forever;  
and Og, the king of Bashan, for his love endures forever.  

He let Israel inherit their land, for his love endures forever.  
On his servant their land he bestowed, for his love endures forever.  

He remembered us in our distress, for his love endures forever.  
And he snatched us away from our foes, for his love endures forever.  

He gives food to all living things, for his love endures forever.  
To the God of heaven, give thanks, for his love endures forever. 

 

Psalm 109 
The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right hand till I make your enemies your footstool. The 
Lord will yield from Zion your scepter of power: rule in the midst of all your foes. A prince 
from the day of your birth on the holy mountains; from the womb, before the morning star, 
I have begotten you. The Lord has sworn and he will not repent. "You are a priest forever 
according to the order of Melchizedek."  The Master standing at your right hand will shatter 
kings in the day of his wrath. He, the judge of the nations will heap high the bodies; heads 
shall be scattered far and wide. He shall drink from the stream by the wayside and therefore 
he shall lift up his head. 
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Psalm 110 
I shall thank you, O Lord, with all my heart, in the meeting of the just and their assembly. 
Great are the works of the Lord, to be pondered by all who love them. Majestic and glorious 
his work, his justice stands firm forever. He makes us remember his wonders. The Lord is 
compassion and love. He gives food to those who fear him; keeps his covenant ever in mind. 
He has shown his might to his people by giving them the lands of the nations. His works are 
justice and truth, his precepts are all of them sure, standing firm forever and ever; they are 
made in uprightness and truth. He has sent deliverance to his people and established his 
covenant forever. Holy his name, to be feared. To fear the Lord is the first stage of wisdom; 
all who do so prove themselves wise. His praise shall last forever! 

The final Psalm selected for Christmas (Psalm 148) is omitted.  

Reader:  Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

People:  Now and ever and forever. Amen. 
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Glory to you, O God! (three times) 

Matins continues with the Small Litany on page 11. 

Sessional Hymn (page 12) 
The First Sessional Hymn of Christmas (Tone 1 podoben: Hrob tvoj): 

 

 
The repetition of this Sessional Hymn & the Second Sessional Hymn are omitted. 
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Matins continues with the Polyeleos on page 13 then the Festal Exaltation.  

Festal Exaltation (page 15) 
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“Hosts of Angels…” is not sung and Matins continues with the Small Litany on page 22 

Sessional Hymn (page 22) 
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The repetition of this Sessional Hymn is omitted. The Hypakoe is not sung &  

Matins continues with the Stepenna (Festal Gradual Hymn).  

Stepenna (page 23) 
The Festal Gradual Hymns: 
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Matins continues with the Prokeimenon (“Let us be attentive…”) on page 23. 
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Prokeimenon (page 23)                       Psalm 109:3-4, 1 

 

Deacon: The Lord said to my Lord: 
   Sit at my right hand till I make your enemies your footstool. 

Matins continues with the Preparation for the Gospel (“Let us pray…”) on page 23. 

Let everything that lives… (page 23)                          Tone 4 

 

The Preparation for the Gospel continues with “That we may be deemed…” on page 24.  
The Matins Gospel for Christmas is read (Matthew 1:16-25). 

The Hymn of the Resurrection is not sung. 
Matins continues with Psalm 50 (p. 27) & Stichera for Christmas: 
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Matins continues with “Save your people…” on page 32. 

The Canon (page 34)                     Tone 1 samopodoben 
Odes 1-3 are omitted and the Canon of the Nativity continues with Ode 4. 
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The irmos is repeated as katavasia.  

Ode 5 is omitted and the Canon continues with Ode 6. 
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The irmos is repeated as katavasia.  

Matins continues with the Small Litany on page 34.  

Kontakion & Ikos of the Nativity (page 36)                    Tone 3 

 
Ikos: Bethlehem has opened up Eden for us. Come and let us see the delights that we 

have found there in secret. Come and let us gather the fruits of Paradise that are 
within the cave. There, the unwatered Root has manifested itself, and it has 
sprouted forgiveness. There, the undug Well, of which David yearned to drink, is 
found. There, the Virgin, who gave birth to the Infant, immediately quenched the 
thirst of Adam and David. Therefore, let us hasten to the place where the young 
Infant, the Eternal God, is born. 

Ode 7 is omitted & the Canon continues with Ode 8. 
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The irmos is repeated as katavasia.  

The people stand & Matins continues with “Let us greatly extol…” on p. 36. 
The Canticle of the Theotokos is not sung and the Canon continues with Ode 9. 
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The magnification and irmos are repeated as katavasia. 

“It is truly proper…” is not sung and  
Matins continues with the Small Litany on page 39. 

“Holy is the Lord…” is not sung and Matins continues with Hymn of Light (p. 40). 

Hymn of Light (page 40) 

 

Matins continues with the Psalms of Praise.  
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Psalms of Praise (page 41)                             Tone 4 

 
The Psalms of Praise continue with “Praise him, sun and moon…” on page 41. 

Stichera (page 43) 
The 1st & 2nd of the stichera (the 3rd and 4th are omitted): 

Cantor (Tone 4): 
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Cantor (Tone 4): 
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Cantor (Tone 6): 
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Cantor (Tone 2): 

 

 
Matins continues with the Great Doxology on page 45.  
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Troparia (page 48)                                             Tone 4 

  
Matins continues with the Litany of Supplication on page 52,  

then the Prayer over Bowed Heads on page 54,  
and then the Dismissal on page 58: 

Priest: May Christ our true God, who for our salvation was born in a cave 
in Bethlehem of Judea, and lay in a manger, have mercy on us and 
save us… 

 


