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In the tradition of the Byzantine Rite, the night-time vigil for the feast of the 

Nativity consists of : 

 

- the service of Great Compline 

- the litija procession, with prayers for the world 

- the service of Matins, with the Gospel of the Nativity, and the Great Doxology 

which begins with the words of the angels, announcing the birth of our Lord and 

Savior in Bethlehem: “Glory to God in the highest!” 

 

This booklet provides that portion of the service which was printed by Father 

William Levkulic in 1969, bearing the title “Christ is born – Glorify Him.” 

The texts used by Father Levkulic have been updated where necessary to bring 

them into conformity with translations officially promulgated for the Byzantine 

Catholic Archeparchy of Pittsburgh. The music has been prepared by the 

Metropolitan Cantor Institute, following the standard established by the 

Inter-Eparchial Music Commission. An adapted version of Matins is added to 

this book to include a more complete version of the vigil.  

 

Until such time as the full vigil of Christmas is officially promulgated for use in 

our churches, we hope that this booklet will serve as a useful replacement for 

Monsignor Levkulic's service book. 

 

The icon image on the cover is taken from the Roman edition of the Ruthenian 

Časoslov (1950). 
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Great Compline 
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    Response:         Amen.  

The Royal Doors are closed. 
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Matins 
 Glory to God in the highest 

  and to people on earth peace and good will (3 times) 

 

 O Lord, You shall open my lips,  

  and my mouth will declare your praise. (2 times) 
 

HEXAPSALMOS 

PSALM 3 

Lector:  How many are my foes, O Lord! 

How many are rising up against me! 

How many are saying about me: 

“There is no help for him in God.” 

But you, Lord, are a shield about me, 

my glory, who lift up my head. 

I cry aloud to the Lord. 

He answers from his holy mountain. 

I lie down to rest and I sleep. 

I wake, for the Lord upholds me. 

I will not fear even thousands of people 

who are ranged on every side against me. 

Arise, Lord; save me, my God, 

you who strike all my foes on the mouth, 

you who break the teeth of the wicked! 

O Lord of salvation, 

bless your people! 

 

and again: 

I lie down to rest and I sleep. 

I wake, for the Lord upholds me. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

now and ever and forever. Amen. 
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Three times, each with a reverence: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Glory to you, O God! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Glory to you, O God! 

All: 

 
 

THE LORD IS GOD 

Deacon: (recto tono) The Lord is God and has revealed himself to us;* blessed 

is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
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At the “Glory…” of the Troparion, the Royal Doors are opened for the Exaltation.  

The Deacon taking up the incense and the Priest the icon, process out the Royal Doors to 

the Tetrapod, while the Priest sings the exaltation once. The faithful continue the 

exaltation while the Deacon incenses the icon.  
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Priest:  

 
The priest and deacon return to the altar.  

All: 

 



26 

 
Deacon: Let us be attentive! 

Priest: Peace + be to all! 

Deacon: Wisdom! Be attentive! 

 
 

Deacon:   Let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:    

  

Priest:  For you are holy, O our God, and you dwell in the holy 

place, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

now and ever and forever.  

Response:   

 

Deacon:  Let everything that lives and that breathes* give praise to the  

  Lord! 
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Deacon:  That we may be deemed worthy of hearing the holy Gospel, let 

  us pray to the Lord, our God.  

Response:   

  

Deacon: Wisdom! Let us stand and listen to the Holy Gospel. 

Priest:  Peace + be to all! 

Response:  

   

Priest:  A reading of the Holy Gospel according to the holy apostle and 

  evangelist (Name).  

Response: 

 
Priest:  Matthew 1: 16-25 

Response: 
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PSALM 50 

The faithful do not come forward until the Canon, since it is a Vigil. 

  Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 

   In your compassion blot out my offense. 

 

  O wash me more and more from my guilt 

   and cleanse me from my sin.  

 

  My offenses truly I know them; 

   my sin is always before me.  

 

  Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 

   what is evil in your sight I have done.  

 

  That you may be justified when you give sentence 

   and be without reproach when you judge, 

 

  O see, in guilt I was born, 

   a sinner was I conceived. 

 

  Indeed you love truth in the heart; 

   then in the secret of my heart teach me wisdom. 

 

  O purify me, then I shall be clean; 

   O wash me, I shall be whiter than snow.  

 

  Make me hear rejoicing and gladness, 

   that the bones you have crushed may thrill.  

 

  From my sins turn away your face 

   and blot out all my guilt 
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  A pure heart create for me, O God; 

   put a steadfast spirit within me. 

 

  Do not cast me away from your presence, 

   nor deprive me of your holy spirit.  

 

  Give me again the joy of your help; 

   with a spirit of fervor sustain me, 

   

  that I may teach transgressors your ways 

   and sinners may return to you.   

   

O rescue me, God, my helper, 

   and my tongue shall ring out your goodness. 

 

  O Lord, open my lips 

   and my mouth shall declare your praise.  

 

  For in sacrifice you take no delight, 

   burnt offering from me you would refuse, 

 

  my sacrifice, a contrite spirit, 

   a humbled, contrite heart you will not spurn. 

 

  In your goodness, show favor to Zion: 

   rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 

 

  Then you will be pleased with lawful sacrifice, 

  burnt offerings wholly consumed 

   then you will be offered young bulls on your altar. 
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The faithful now come forward to receive the anointing of oil, blessed bread, and wine. 

During this the Canon is sung. The greeting is: Christ is Born! and the response is: 

Glorify Him! After the anointing, the Royal Doors are closed. The priest may remove the 

phelonion. 
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Although created in the image of God, humankind fell from the divine and 

higher life, and through transgression became entirely subject to corruption and 

decay. But now the all-good Creator fashions human nature anew; for this 

reason, we glorify Him. Refrain 

 

When the Creator saw the one whom He had created with his own hands 

perishing, He lowered the heavens and came down; He took upon himself 

human nature from the most holy and pure Virgin, truly becoming flesh; for this 

reason, we glorify Him. Refrain 

 

Christ our God is the Son and the Brightness of the Father; He is Wisdom, Word, 

and Power. And unknown to the heavenly hosts and those upon the earth, He 

became man and has won us back again; for this reason, we glorify Him. 

 
Christ our God is the Son and the Brightness of the Father; He is Wisdom, Word, 

and Power. And unknown to the heavenly hosts and those upon the earth, He 

became man and has won us back again; for this reason, we glorify Him. 

The irmos (above) is repeated as the katavasia. 

 



33 

 

 
Christ our God, begotten from the Father before the morning star, appears in the 

flesh; He, who directs the armies of heaven, is laid in a manger of dumb beasts. 

He, who frees the twisted bonds of sin, is wrapped in swaddling clothes. 

 
A young child, a Son is born from the race of Adam and is given to the faithful. 

He is the Father and Prince of the World to come; He is the all-powerful God 

who rules over all creation; He is called the Angel of great counsel. 

The irmos (above) is repeated as the katavasia. 
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Reader:  

Ikos: Bethlehem has opened up Eden for us. Come and let us see the delights that 

we have found there in secret. Come and let us gather the fruits of Paradise that 

are within the cave. There, the unwatered Root has manifested itself, and it has 

sprouted forgiveness. There, the undug Well, of which David yearned to drink, is 

found. There, the Virgin, who gave birth to the Infant, immediately quenched the 

thirst of Adam and David. Therefore, let us hasten to the place where: 

All: 

 
 

Ode 9 

The deacon, standing before the Icon of the Theotokos with the incense begins sensing and 

sings the Magnification: 

Deacon: 
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The returns to the altar and incenses the entire church and faithful, as usual.  

All: 

 
All: Extol, extol, O my soul. O my soul.* Extol our God born in the 

flesh from the Virgin. 

Observing the unusual path of a mysterious and newly shining star which was 

brighter than any other heavenly light, the Magi learned that Christ the King was 

born on earth in Bethlehem for our salvation. 

All: Extol, extol, O my soul. O my soul.* Extol our God who is 

worshiped by the Magi. 

The Magi asked of Herod: Where is the newborn King whose star we have seen? 

We have come to worship Him. The enemy of God was troubled and irrationally 

schemed how to kill Christ. 

All: Extol, extol, O my soul. O my soul.* Extol the pure Virgin, who 

has given birth to Christ the King. 

Herod asked the Magi, who had come to Bethlehem to worship Christ with their 

gifts, when they had first seen the star which directed them. But the Magi 
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returned to their own country by the same star, thereby deceiving Herod, the 

killer of the Innocents. 

The magnification and irmos (above) are repeated as the katavasia. 

 

SMALL LITANY 
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THE PSALMS OF PRAISE 

The phelonion is vested back on the priest during the Psalms of Praise.  
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Praise him, sun and moon,  

   praise him, shining stars. 

 

  Praise him, highest heavens  

   and the waters above the heavens. 

 

  Let them praise the name of the Lord,  

   He commanded; they were made. 

 

  He fixed them forever,  

   gave a law which shall not pass away. 

 

  Praise the Lord from the earth,  

   sea creatures and all oceans, 

 

  fire and hail, snow and mist,  

   stormy winds that obey his word; 

 

  all mountains and hills,  

   all fruit trees and cedars, 

 

  beasts, wild and tame,  

   reptiles and birds on the wing; 

 

  all earth’s kings and peoples, 

   earth’s princes and rulers. 

 

  Young men and maidens, 

   old men together with children. 

 

  Let them praise the name of the Lord  

   for he alone is exalted. 
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  The splendor of his name  

   reaches beyond heaven and earth. 

 

  He exalts the strength of his people,  

   he is the praise of all his saints, 

  of the children of Israel,  

   of the people to whom he comes close. 

 

PSALM 149 

 

  Sing a new song to the Lord,  

   his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 

 

  Let Israel rejoice in its Maker,  

   let Zion’s sons exult in their king. 

 

  Let them praise his name with dancing  

   and make music with timbrel and harp. 

 

  For the Lord takes delight in his people.  

   He crowns the poor with salvation. 

 

  Let the faithful rejoice in their glory,  

   shout for joy and take their rest. 

 

  Let the praise of God be on their lips 

   and a two-edged sword in their hand, 

 

  to deal out vengeance to the nations  

   and punishment on all the peoples; 
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to bind their kings in chains  

   and their nobles in fetters of iron. 

 

  To carry out the sentence pre-ordained: 

   this honor is for all his faithful. 

 

  Praise God in his holy place, 

   praise him in his mighty heavens.  

 

  Praise him for his powerful deeds, 

   praise his surpassing greatness. 

 

  O praise him with sound of trumpet 

   praise him with lute and harp. 

 

  Praise him with timbrel and dance, 

   praise him with strings and pipes.  

 

 
The Royal Doors are opened.  
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THE GREAT DOXOLOGY 
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The priest removes the Gospel book from the tetrapod and processes with it through the 

Royal Doors and returns it to the Holy Table.  

 
 

 
 

 



46 

 
 

LITANY OF SUPPLICATION 
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Priest: May Christ our true God, who for our salvation deigned to be born 

in a cave in Bethlehem of Judea and lay in a manager, have mercy 

on us and save us through the prayers of his most pure Mother 

(patron of this church) and of all the saints; for Christ is good and 

  loves us all. 
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The end, and glory to God! 
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