The OFFice ofF Matins For the Feast ofF

The Dormition oF the Theotokos &
€ver-Virgin Mary

with the Burial Service of Praise

with the Burial Service of Praise



Matins for the Dormition of the Theotokos & Ever-Virgin Mary

Stand
Deacon: Inthe name of the Lord, Father, give the blessing.

Priest: Glory to the holy, consubstantial, life-creating and undivided Trinity, + always,
now and ever and forever.

Response:

+Glory to God in the highest,
And to people on earth, peace and good will. (3 times)

O Lord, open my lips
And my mouth will declare your praise. (twice)

Hexapsalmos



and again:

On you I muse through the night

for your have been my help;

in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.

My soul clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:
now and ever and forever. Amen.



Litany of Peace






ThelLord isGod - Tone 2
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The Lord is God and has re- veded him - sef to us, bless-ed is he who
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comes in the name of the Lord.

verse: Givethanksto the Lord, for heis good; for hislove endures forever.
verse: They encircled me, compassed me about; in the Lord's name | crushed them.
verse: | shall not die, | shall live and recount the deeds of the Lord.

verse: The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
Thisisthe work of the Lord, amarvel in our eyes.

Troparion
During the troparion after the Lord is God, the shroud is incensed on the diakonikon 3 times. The priest
carries the shroud lead by incense and candles out the North door, followed by the people around the
church (outside if possible) 1 or 3 times ending before the grave.
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but on thethird day, you  passed o-ver in-to live, O Queen,
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grant - ing the world di - vine mer - cy.
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Repeat Troparion after each verse:

1. Delicate is the fragrance of your perfume,
your name is an oil poured out,
Draw me in your footsteps,
we will follow you eagerly!
The King has brought me into His rooms;
you will be our joy and our gladness.
We shall praise your love above wine;
how right it is to love you.

2. T am the rose of Sharon,
the lily of the valleys.
As a lily among the thistles,
so is my love among maidens.
As an apple tree among the other trees of the woods,
so is my Beloved among the young men.
In his longed-for shade I am seated
and His fruit is sweet to my taste.
He has taken me to His Banquet Hall,
and the banner he raises over me is love!

3. My Beloved lifts up His voice,
he says to me:

Come, then, my love,
my lovely one, come.

For see, the winter is past,
the rains are over and gone.



The flowers appear on the earth.
The season of glad songs has come,
and the song of the dove is heard in our land.
The fig tree is forming its first figs
and the blossoming vines give out their fragrance.
Come then, my love,
my lovely one, come!

4. Sheis a garden enclosed,
my sister, my promised bride;
a garden enclosed,
a sealed fountain.
Your shoots form an orchard of pomegranate trees,
the rarest essences are yours:
nard and saffron,
calamus and cinnamon,
with all the incense-bearing trees;
myrrh and aloes,
with the subtlest of fragrances.
A fountain is there that makes the garden fertile,
a well of living water,
streams flowing down from Lebanon.

But my dove is unique,
mine, unique and perfect.
She is the darling of her mother,
the favorite of the one who bore her.
The maidens saw her, and proclaimed her blessed,
queens and concubines sang her praises:
Who is this arising like the dawn,
fair as the moon, resplendent as the sun,



as awe-inspiring as bannered troops?

5. How beautiful you are, how charming,
my love, my delight!
In stature like the palm tree
I am my Beloved’s, and His desire is for me.
Come, my Beloved, let us go into the fields.
Set me like a seal on your heart,
like a seal on your arm.
For love is strong as death,
relentless as the nether world is devotion;
The flash of it is a flash of fire,
a flame of the Lord God Himself.
Love no flood can quench, no torrents can drown!

The procession ends at the grave where the priest places the burial shroud, incenses it,
and venerates it while the people sing:

Cantor: (Tone 2) Glory...

Doxastikon - Tone 2

When you de-scended to death O  Im - mor-tal Mother of Life,
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There - fore  sing out to the true Moth - er of Christ,

theon-1y ho-ly Vir - gin a-rise, OQueen, grantto all greatmer - cy.

The clergy now gather before the grave of the Virgin Mary to sing the Stations.

FIRST STATION
Priest: All people bless you, * O Virgin Theotokos*
The Ever-blessed One, * Immaculate,* and the Mother of our God.
Response:
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Blessed are they whose life  is blameless, whowalk in the law of theLord.
Response:

You, O ChristWho are Life it - self, were laid in a tomb
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Blessed are they who observe Your de - crees, (6) Lord,
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andwho seek You with all their  hearts.
Response:

We mag - ni - fy You, O pure Mo - ther of  God;
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Priest:
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, andto the  Ho'ly Spir - it.

Response:

with the Fa-ther and YourHoly Spir-it, andwe glo - ri-fy Your divine Im - age!
Priest:
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SMALL LITANY
Deacon: Again and again, in peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Response: 1. LORL_/ have mer - cy.
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Deacon:

Response:

Deacon:

Response:

Priest:

Response:

Priest:

Protect us, save us, have mercy on us, and preserve us, O God, by
your grace.
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2. Lord, have mer - cy.

Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and
glorious Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary with all the
saints, let us commit ourselves and one another and our whole life
to Christ our God.
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To you, O Lord.

From the depths of night our soul longs for You, our God, for your
commandments are a light upon the earth. Give us understanding
that we may be perfect in righteousness and holiness in fear of You,
for it is You whom we glorify as our true God. Turn your ear and
hear us. O Lord, remember each one present and praying with us
by their own name, and save them by your might. Bless your
people and sanctify your inheritance. Give peace to your world, to
your churches, to the priests, and to all your people.

For blessed and glorified is your most honored and magnificent
name, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever.
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SECOND STATION
It is proper to glorify you, O Virgin Mother, higher in honor than
the Cherubim, * and more glorious than the Seraphim.
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Response:
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It is pro - perto glo - ri-fy you, O Vir - gin Mo - ther of God,
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give me understanding that I may learn Your com - mand - ments.
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Letyour steadfast love be ready to comfort me according to Your promise to Your ser- vants.
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Let your mercy come to me, that [ may live; for Yourlaw is my de-light.

Response:
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Gloryto the Father, and to the Son, and to theHo-ly Spir - it.
Response:

O  God, with - out be - gin-ning, Co - e - ter-nal Word,and Ho-ly Spir - it,

raise to glo-ry all  Truebe-liev-ing Chris - tians for You are all - mer - ci- ful!

Nowand ev-er, and for-ev-er. A - men!
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Response:

now al - so make all the faith-ful wor - thy of true life.
SMALL LITANY
Deacon: Again and again, in peace let us pray to the Lord.
- — ! |
Response: 1. Lom,_/ have mer - Cy.
Deacon: Protect us, save us, have mercy on us, and preserve us, O God, by
your grace.
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Response: 2. Lord, have mer - cy.
Deacon: Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and

glorious Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary with all the
saints, let us commit ourselves and one another and our whole life
to Christ our God.

Response: To you, O Lord.
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Priest: Lord our God, You have shaken from us the laziness of sleep; You
have called us to be holy, to lift up our hands in the night, and to
confess You for your just decrees. Receive our prayers, our
petitions, our confessions of faith, and our nighttime worship.
Bestow on us, O Lord, an invincible faith, a confident hope, and a
love without pretense. Bless our coming and our goings, our deeds
and works, our words and desires. Grant that we may come to the
beginning of the day praising, glorifying, and blessing the
goodness of your inexpressible generosity.

For blessed is your all-holy name, and glorified is your kingdom,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever.
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Response: A - men
THIRD STATION

Priest: All people sing hymns to you, * O Mother of God, * the only
blessed one!

Response:
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the on - ly bless - ed one!

Priest:
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Make Your face shine upon You servant, and teachme
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Response:
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Response:
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(0] Vir - gin, You are our light,

and how shall we bear not gaze up - on yourmostsweet and ten-dereyes.
Priest:
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Response:
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Priest:
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Response:
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SMALL LITANY
Deacon: Again and again, in peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Response: 1. LOE,_/ have mer - Cy.
Deacon: Protect us, save us, have mercy on us, and preserve us, O God, by
your grace.
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Response: 2. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Deacon:

Response:

Priest:

Response:

Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and
glorious Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary with all the
saints, let us commit ourselves and one another and our whole life
to Christ our God.
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To you, O Lord.

Treasury of all good, ever-flowing spring, Holy Father, Wonder-
worker, all powerful Ruler of all : we worship You and beg of your
mercy and compassion, help and support in our lowliness. Lord,
remember those who pray to You, and let our morning prayer rise
like incense before You. Grant that no one of us may be put to
shame, but surround us with your mercy. Lord, remember those
who keep watch and sing of your glory, and that of  your only-
begotten Son and our God, and of your Holy Spirit. Be their help
and support and accept their prayers upon your spiritual altar.
For You are our God, and to You we give glory, to the Father, and
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever.

| T | T |
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STAND
Refrain;:

o) . . . . .
)’ A y | | | | | y | I | | | | | | | y | Il |

~
0] Most Bless - ed  Queen. En - light-en me, with the light of yourSon!
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Refrain
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Be - holdher garment  and un-derstand: the Vir-gin is ri - senfrom thetomb.
Refrain
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The dis - ciple, O Queen, who doubted the resurrection of your Son,
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Refrain
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To the Godbearing disciples gathered at your tomb lamenting O Vir - gin,
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Glo-ry to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Spir - it.
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We wor-ship the Fa - ther and his Son and his Ho - ly Spir - it,
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Now and ev - e and for-ev-e. A - men
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Youwhogavebirth to the giv-er of Life, havepassedo - ver in-to un-fad-ing life,
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and gave  joyto the disciples in the  place of sad -  ness,
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0] Virgin, you rose on the thirdday from the tomb just as did the Lord!
And then, three times with a bow each time:
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Al - le-lu-ia Al-le-lu-ia Al-le-Ilu-ia Glo-ry to you, 0] God.
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Polyeleos
Before the Polyeleos begins, the priest vests in the phelonion. The deacon opens the holy doors and, while the

Polyeleos is sung, the priest incenses the Holy Table, the icon screen, the church, and the people, preceded by
the deacon carrying a lighted candle.
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During the singing of the Festal Exaltation, the icon of the feast (if one be had) is solemnly carried in
procession from the Holy Table, through the Holy Doors, and enthroned on the Tetrapod, where it is censed
on the Tetrapod by the priest during the singing of the Exaltation.
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Exaltation

verse: Go up, Lord, to the place of your rest, You and the Ark of your strength.

verse: Glory...now and ever...

Sessional Hymn III
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Prokeimenon
Deacon: Letus be attentive!

Priest: Peace + be to all!

Deacon: Wisdom! Be attentive!

Stand
Preparation for the Gospel

The deacon incenses the holy gospel by incensing the holy table once on all four sides, then the faithful, and
again the front of the holy table. Meanwhile, he chants:
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Deacon: Leteverything thatlives and that breathes give praise to the Lord!

Gospel: Luke 1:39-49, 56

After reading the Gospel, the priest closes the Gospel Book, kisses it, and takes it to the center of the church to set
upon the tetrapod. The Gospel Book remains on the tetrapod until the Great Doxology.
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The deacon, standing before the icon of the Lord, says the following prayer:

Deacon: Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance. Watch over your world
in mercy and compassion. Exalt the strength of true Christians and send down upon
us your abundant mercies. Through the prayers of our all-pure Lady, the Theotokos and
ever-Virgin Mary; through the power of the precious and life-creating Cross; through the
protection of the honorable, heavenly and angelic powers; through the prayers of the
honorable and glorious prophet, forerunner, and baptist, John; of the holy, glorious, and
illustrious apostles; of our holy fathers the great hierarchs and universal teachers: Basil
the Great, Gregory the Theologian, and John Chrysostom; of our holy father, Nicholas
the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia; of the holy equals to the apostles, and
teachers of the Slavs, Cyril and Methodius; of the holy equal to the apostles, the faithful
great prince Vladimir; of the holy martyr Josaphat, Archbishop of Polotsk; of the blessed
martyr Theodore, bishop of Mukacevo; of our blessed Fathers and Confessors Paul,
Bishop of PreSov and Basil, bishop of Medila, of the holy, glorious, and victorious
martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers Anthony and Theodosius of the
Monastery of the Caves; of the holy and just ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of the
holy (patron of the Church); and of all the saints; we beseech you, all-merciful Lord, hear
the prayers of us sinners and have mercy on us.
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The Canon is now sung. The clergy and faithful venerate the Gospel Book. The priest (taking the hand cross)
and deacon (taking the blessed oil) go to the tetrapod, where the priest anoints all those who come forward to
venerate the Gospel Book. After the anointing is completed, they return to the altar. The Holy Doors are
closed, and the priest removes the phelonion.
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Canon of the Dormition

Ode 1
Irmos

The heavenly choirs encircled your holy body in Zion while the choir of apostles, assembling
from the ends of the earth, stood beside you, O Theotokos. Along with them, we also honor your
holy memory, O most pure Virgin.

You have gained victory over nature by giving birth to God, O pure Virgin; yet, like your Son and
Creator, you have followed the laws of nature while being above it. Therefore, through your death,
you have risen to eternal life with your Son.
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Ode 8
Irmos

Ikos: O Savior, encircle my heart so that I may praise this stronghold of the world, your most
pure Mother; may my words be as strong as a fortress, and may my thoughts acquire power and
strength. You always fulfill the petitions of those who come to you in faith. Therefore, grant me
the words, the tongue, and the thoughts that are without shame; for every gift that enlightens us
comes from You, the Enlightener of our souls, and the Lord who dwelt in a virginal womb.
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The choir of apostles attended the divine Ark of holiness in Zion while singing: O Tabernacle of

the living God, where are you going? Continue to guard those who sing to you in faith: Because we
have been saved, we glorified the one and only Creator and praise Him above all forever.

As the pure Virgin left the earth, she raised up her hands in which she had embraced the
incarnate God, and she confidently spoke to her Son, saying: Remember forever those whom You

have given me and who sing out to You: Because we have been saved, we glorify the one and only
Creator and praise Him above all forever.

At the end of Ode 8, the deacon (or priest, if there is no deacon) comes with the censer before the icon of the
Theotokos on the icon screen. Incensing her icon, he intones:

Deacon: Let us greatly extol the Theotokos and the Mother of Light in hymns!

Then he incenses the whole Church as usual, beginning with the Holy Table, while the faithful sing.
Ode 9

Irmos
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The magnification is repeated.

The heavenly choirs were astonished as they beheld their master in Zion holding the soul of a
woman in his hands. As a Son, it was fitting that He spoke to her who had given birth to Him
without stain and said: Come and share the glory of your Son and your God.

The assembly of apostles gathered around your body, which had contained God. Beholding it
with awe, they cried out with a clear voice: Save your people as you pass over to the heavenly
mansions of your Son.

After the Ninth Ode, the deacon (or priest if no deacon is present) stands before the Holy Doors and says the
Little Litany from the ambon.
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Little Litany

Hymn of Light

O holy apostles of Christ, gathered here from the ends of the universe, carry my body to the garden of
Gethsemane and place it in the tomb. And You, my Son, and my God, receive my breath and my spirit.
(3 times)
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Psalms of Praise
Psalm 148

Praise him, sun and moon,
Praise him, shining stars.

Praise him, highest heavens
And the waters above the heavens.

Let them praise the name of the Lord.
He commanded: they were made.

He fixed them for ever,
Gave a law which shall not pass away.

Praise the Lord from the earth,
Sea creatures and all oceans,

Fire and hail, snow and mist,
Stormy winds that obey his word;

All mountains and hills,
All fruit trees and cedars,

Beasts, wild and tame,
Reptiles and birds on the wing;
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All earth’s kings and peoples,
Earth'’s princes and rulers;

Young men and maidens,
Old men together with children.

Let them praise the name of the Lord
For he alone is exalted.

The splendor of his name
Reaches beyond heaven and earth.

He exalts the strength of his people.
He is the praise of all his saints,

Of the sons of Israel,
Of the people to whom he comes close.

Psalm 149
Sing a new song to the Lord,
His praise in the assembly of the faithful.

Let Israel rejoice in its Maker,
Let Zion’s sons exult in their king.

Let them praise his name with dancing
And make music with timbrel and harp.

For the Lord takes delight in his people.
He crowns the poor with salvation.

Let the faithful rejoice in their glory,
Shout with joy and take their rest.

Let the praise of God be on their lips
And a two-edged sword in their hand,

To deal out vengeance to the nations
And punishment on all the peoples;

To bind their kings in chains
And their nobles in fetters of iron;
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To carry out the sentence pre-ordained:
This honor is for all his faithful.

Psalm 150
Praise God in his holy place,
Praise him his mighty heavens,

Praise him for his powerful deeds,
Praise his surpassing greatness,

Praise him with sound of trumpet
Praise him with lute and harp.

Cantor: Praise his for his powerful deeds,
(on4) praise his surpassing greatness.
Cantor: Praise him with sound of trumpet
(on 3) praise him with lute and harp.

(repeat “The heavens rejoice in your glorious Dormition...”)

Cantor: Praise him with timbrel and dance,
(on 2) praise him with strings and pipes.
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Cantor:

(on1)

O praise him with resounding cymbals,
praise him with clashing of cymbals.
Let everything that lives and that breathes

Give praise to the Lord.
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During the Psalms of Praise, the priest vests in the phelonion. At the “Glory...” of the Psalms of Praise, the
deacon (or priest, if no deacon is present) opens the Holy Doors.

Cantor: (tone 6) Glory...now and ever...
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The Great Doxology

Priest: Glory to you who show us the light!
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The priest takes the Gospel Book from the tetrapod and processes with it through the Holy Doors and replaces it on
the Holy Table

45



Troparion of the Day

Troparion of the Dormition of the Theotokos

Litany of Supplication
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Priest: May Christ our true God have mercy on us and save us, through the prayers of
his most pure Mother, whose Dormition we gloriously celebrate today;
through the prayers of (Name), (patron of the church) and of all the saints; for
Christ is good and loves us all.
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